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April 18 – 25, 2015 
National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW) is an annual observance to promote 
the benefits of immunizations and to improve the health of children two years old 
or younger. 

Health care professionals play a critical role in educating parents about the 
importance of immunization and ensuring that infants are fully immunized.   

There are reliable resources available to help you talk with parents.   
See the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH)  

Bureau of Immunization’s resource recommendations on the next page. 
 
 

What simple things can your office/facility do to observe NIIW? 
 
 

• You are still the most trusted source of information for most parents. Read more about 
talking to your patients/parents about immunizations. (See page 2 for resources.) 

• Sign up for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Email Updates free 
email subscription service. You will receive email alerts as soon as new immunization 
information is available automatically--without having to return to the web site and check 
for changes. (See page 2 for the link.) 

• Update your website. Add a CDC web button to your home page. Be sure links to reliable 
sources of immunization information are on your site such as:  CDC, NYSDOH, Immunization 
Action Coalition, and the American Academy of Pediatrics. (See page 2 for links.) 

• Record and play immunization messages to callers who are put on hold. (Use Sample Key 
Messages on page 3 as a guide). 

• Post immunization flyers, posters, brochures in a prominent place in your facility. Visit the 
CDC website to download free materials.    
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/ed-resources.html 

• Take time to view recent NYSDOH webinars on immunization topics. 
www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/providers/webinar_series.htm 

• Are you on Twitter or Facebook? Go to the CDC website for ideas to help you spread the 
word to parents through these methods of social media.                 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/web-etools.html?tab=4#TabbedPanels1  
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Reliable Immunization Resources 
 
General Immunization and Parent Education 

 CDC – Healthcare Professionals/Provider, Vaccine information www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp.htm 

 NYSDOH – Information for Providers                                 
www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/providers/ 

 CDC’s Email Updates free email subscription service. To choose the topics for which you’d like to 
receive automatic emails every time information is updated, go to the CDC website:  
www.cdc.gov/emailupdates/index.html.  

 CDC – For Parents:  Vaccines for Your Children  www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/index.html 

 American Academy of Pediatrics – Immunizations, Just for Pediatricians 
www2.aap.org/immunization/pediatricians/pediatricians.html 

 American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
www.acog.org/About_ACOG/ACOG_Departments/Immunization 

 American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Immunization for Women 
http://www.immunizationforwomen.org/ 

 American Academy of Family Physicians www.aafp.org/patient-care/immunizations/schedules.html 

 Every Child by Two, Vaccinating Your Baby   www.vaccinateyourbaby.org/ 

 Immunization Action Coalition  www.immunize.org/ 

 Medscape Pediatric Immunization (requires signing up for a free account) 
www.medscape.com/resource/vaccines    

 CDC NIIW home page  www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/index.html 

 CDC Web Buttons and Banners  www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/web-etools.html 

Vaccine Safety  

 CDC – Provider Resources for Vaccine Conversations with Parents  
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/patient-ed/conversations/index.html 

 CDC – Vaccine Safety www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/index.html 

 NYSDOH – Vaccine Safety and the Importance of Vaccines 
www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/vaccine_safety/ 

 NYSDOH, Bureau of Immunization – Immunization Update Webinar Series  
Vaccine Safety: What are the issues and how do you discuss them with parents? presented April 2011 
Alternative Vaccination Schedules, presented November 2013   
www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/providers/webinar_series.htm 

• AAP, Communicating with Families  www2.aap.org/immunization/pediatricians/communicating.html 

• Immunization Action Coalition                                                                                                                       
Vaccine Safety Resources:  www.immunize.org/vaccine-safety-resources.pdf            
Responding to Concerns:  www.immunize.org/concerns/   
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Sample Key Messages 
Key messages help everyone in your organization speak with one voice  

about the importance of immunizations. 

• Vaccines are among the most successful and cost-effective public health tools available for preventing 
disease and death. They not only help protect vaccinated individuals, but also help protect entire 
communities by preventing and reducing the spread of infectious diseases.  

• Health care professionals remain parents’ most trusted source of information about vaccines for their 
children. They play a critical role in supporting parents in understanding and choosing vaccinations.  

• Most parents choose the safe, proven protection of vaccines. Giving babies the recommended 
immunizations by age two is the best way to protect them from 14 serious childhood diseases, like 
whooping cough and measles. Talk to your child’s provider to ensure that your infant is up-to-date on 
immunizations.  

• Some babies are too young to be completely vaccinated. To help keep them safe, it is important that you 
and your children who are able to get vaccinated are fully immunized.  Pregnant women should receive a 
dose of Tdap during each pregnancy, preferably at 27 through 36 weeks - to protect themselves and 
their baby. In addition, all family members and caregivers (like babysitters or grandparents) of infants 
should also get vaccinated with Tdap.  This early protection is important before the baby is born 
because your baby will not start getting his whooping cough vaccines until 2 months old. 

• Because of the success of vaccines in preventing disease, parents may not have heard of some of today’s 
vaccines or the serious diseases they prevent. These diseases can be especially serious for infants and 
young children. That is why it is important to follow the recommended immunization schedule to protect 
infants and children by providing immunity early in life, before they are exposed to potentially life-
threatening diseases.  

• Vaccine-preventable diseases still circulate in the United States and around the world, so continued 
vaccination is necessary to protect everyone from potential outbreaks. Even when diseases are rare in 
the U.S., they can be brought into the country, putting unvaccinated children at risk.  

• Currently, the United States has the safest, most effective vaccine supply in its history. The United 
States’ long-standing vaccine safety system ensures that vaccines are as safe as possible. As new 
information and science become available, this system is, and will continue to be, updated and 
improved. 
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